REPORT 


OF 


the 


MANAGERS  OF  THE 


STATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


To  his  Excellency  Daniel  Haines,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 

Jersey. 

In  obedience  to  the  requirement  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
entitled,  “An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  State  Lu¬ 
natic  Asylum,  and  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  insane,” 
the  managers  respectfully  submit  to  your  Excellency  their  second 
1  annual  report. 

Pursuant  to  the  third  section  of  the  act,  the  board,  from  time  to 
time,  as  in  their  judgment  the  exigencies  of  the  institution  required, 
appointed  all  the  resident  officers  provided  for  by  law,  at  salaries 
which  were  approved  by  the  executive.  The  salary  of  the  super¬ 
intendent  is  fixed  at  $1500  per  annum,  of  the  matron  at  $300,  of 
the  assistant  physician  at  $500,  of  the  steward  at  $600,  and  of  the 
treasurer  at  $200.  The  managers,  including  their  president  and  se¬ 
cretary,  perform  their  services  gratuitously. 

The  asylum  was  so  far  completed,  on  the  15th  of  May  last,  as 
to  warrant  the  managers  in  opening  it  for  the  reception  of  patients, 
of  which  notice  was  given  according  to  law,  since  which  time  the 
number  has  been  constantly  increasing.  The  institution  can  accom¬ 
modate  200  patients.  The  number  at  present  in  the  asylum  is  83. 

The  organic  law,  together  with  the  by-laws  adopted  by  the  ma¬ 
nagers,  with  accompanying  forms  and  directions  respecting  the 
admission  and  support  of  patients,  was  printed  in  pamphlet  form, 
and  sent  to  the  several  officers  named  in  the  sixteenth  section  of 
the  act,  and  to  many  other  persons. 
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A  beautiful  engraved  representation  of  the  asylum  and  grounds, 
as  they  are  proposed  to  be  laid  out,  accompanies  this  report,  and 
was  prepared,  by  our  direction,  with  a  view  of  affording  the  friends 
of  the  patients  and  the  public  generally  a  correct  idea  of  its  situa¬ 
tion  and  external  appearance.  The  view  embraces  some  part  of 
the  improvements  proposed  in  a  plan  for  laying  out  the  grounds, 
which  have  been  adopted,  but  not  yet  completed. 

The  late  period  at  which  we  were  enabled  to  commence  the 
farming  and  gardening  operations  of  last  year,  of  course  greatly  i 
affected  their  productiveness.  The  result,  however,  has  met  our 
best  expectations.  For  particulars,  we  refer  to  the  superintendent’s  1 
report. 

For  a  particular  detail  of  the  operations  of  the  asylum,  the  num-  [ 
ber,  condition,  and  circumstances  of  patients  admitted  and  dis¬ 
charged,  the  results  of  the  treatment  they  have  received,  the  inter¬ 
nal  arrangement  and  management  of  the  institution  confided  to  his 
care,  and  much  other  valuable  information,  we  respectfully  refer  to  ; 
the  report  of  the  superintendent,  which  will  be  herewith  submitted  ) 
to  you;  and  the  managers  deem  it  but  an  act  of  justice  to  that  offi-  t 
cer  to  say,  that  he  has  discharged  the  extensive,  arduous,  and  re-  ' 
sponsible  duties  of  his  station  with  distinguished  ability  and  faith-  f 
fulness,  and  has  fully  realized  the  high  expectations  which  his  pre-  j 
vious  character  and  acquirements  had  induced  us  to  entertain.  And  f, 
it  is  propei-,  also  to  add,  that  the  conduct  of  all  the  other  officers  of 
the  institution  has  merited  the  entire  approbation  of  the  board. 

We  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  treasurer’s  account,  which  you 
will  find  accompanying  this  report,  for  a  particular  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  institution,  and  the  present  state 
of  its  finances. 

The  several  reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  le¬ 
gislature  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  edifice,  have  already 
apprised  the  legislature  that  its  entire  cost  amounted  to  $80, G50. 
This,  however,  was  the  cost  only  of  the  edifice  proper.  The  appa¬ 
ratus  for  heating  the  building,  for  lighting  it,  for  supplying  it  with 
water,  for  drainage  from  every  part  of  the  building,  apparatus  for 
cooking,  for  conveying  orders  from  the  kitchen  to  every  part  o‘ 
the  establishment,  the  apparatus  for  bathing,  baking,  ironing,  &c., 
dumb-waiters  to  supply  the  tables,  closets  for  table  furniture,  pan- 
tries,  wardrobes,  closets  for  clothes  and  stores,  desks  and  cases 
for  books  and  medicines,  arrangement  of  wash-house  and  drying 
rooms,  flagging  round  the  outer  walls,  grading  the  grounds,  fenc 
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trig,  &c.,  involving  a  large  amount  of  expenditure,  and  absolutely 
necessary  to  complete  the  building  and  grounds  for  the  purposes 
for  which  the  institution  was  founded,  were  not  included  in  the 
cost  of  the  edifice,  and  have  devolved  upon  the  board  of  managers, 
or  been  charged  to  their  account. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  superintendent  will  enable  you  to 
form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  these  works,  their  adapta¬ 
tion  to  the  wants  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  cost  necessarily  in¬ 
cident  thereto. 

The  works  of  supplying  and  arranging  the  apparatus  for  warm¬ 
ing  the  building  by  steam,  has  been  completed,  and  is  in  successful 
operation. 

Gas  works  have  been  erected,  the  pipes  laid,  and  all  the  appara¬ 
tus  finished  for  lighting  up  the  interior  of  the  building,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  has  fully  met  our  expectations. 

The  pipes  for  drainage  from  every  part  of  the  building  have 
been  laid;  they  terminate  in  two  tanks,  one  of  which  is  at  a  distance 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  the  edifice,  and  over  which  a 
frame  building  has  been  erected,  40  by  50  feet. 

The  apparatus  for  forcing  the  water  from  the  spring  to  the  water 
tanks,  in  the  attic  of  the  asylum,  has  been  completed,  so  that  a  co¬ 
pious  and  constant  supply  of  the  spring  water  has  been  secured 
for  all  the  present  and  future  purposes  of  the  building,  and  its 
appendages.  Suitable  pipes  have  been  laid,  throughout  the  entire 
building,  for  conveying  the  water  from  the  tanks  in  the  attic  to  the 
bath-rooms  and  other  points  where  it  is  needed,  and  to  the  gas 
works  and  wash-house,  which  are  some  distance  from  the  edifice. 
Speaking  tubes  and  bells  for  communicating  intelligence  between 
the  kitchen  and  dining-rooms  in  the  wings,  and  between  various 
other  apartments,  have  been  put  up. 

Bathing-rooms,  and  rooms  for  baking,  ironing,  kc.,  closets  for 
table  furniture,  pantries,  wardrobes,  large  closets  for  clothes  and 
goods,  desks  and  cases  for  books  and  medicines,  have  been  pre¬ 
pared,  and  dumb-waiters  constructed  to  supply  the  dining-rooms 
in  the  several  wards.  The  wash-house  and  drying-room  have  been 
fitted  up  in  such  manner  as  will  greatly  facilitate,  and  diminish 
the  ordinary  expense  of  these  operations. 

The  dripping  from  the  extensive  roofs  of  the  edifice  required 
four  feet  of  stone  flagging  to  be  laid  around  the  base  of  the  entire 
walls,  in  order  to  secure  the  foundations  permanently  from  injury, 
which  has  been  done. 
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The  grading  of  the  extensive  grounds  of  the  asylum,  intended 
for  the  use  of  the  patients,  and  the  fencing  necessary  to  enclose 
them,  were  commenced  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  continued  as 
long  as  the  season  was  favourable.  The  grading  is  in  a  good  state 
of  forwardness,  and  the  fencing  necessary  to  a  secure  enclosure,  is 
partly  completed. 

In  addition  to  these  extensive  and  costly  operations,  the  mana¬ 
gers  have  procured  the  necessary  furniture  to  supply  and  fit  up  the 
vai’ious  halls  and  apartments  of  the  asylum  in  use.  The  necessary 
stock  for  the  farm,  and  implements  of  husbandry,  carriages,  wa¬ 
gons,  &c.,  have  also  been  purchased.  An  inventory  of  all  the  per¬ 
sonal  property  belonging  to  the  asylum,  in  and  about  the  premises, 
has  been  taken,  apjoraised,  and  verified,  as  directed  by  the  fifteenth 
section  of  the  act,  amounting,  on  the  1st  instant,  the  date  of  the 
appraisement,  to  the  sum  of  $11,057.09;  which  inventory  and  ap¬ 
praisement  are  herewith  submitted. 

In  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  the  managers,  they  have 
aimed  at  the  strictest  economy,  but  they  believed  that  true  economy 
consisted  in  having  every  thing  necessary  to  be  done,  well  done, 
so  as  to  add  permanency  to  utility.  All  the  fixtures  have,  there¬ 
fore,  been  constructed  in  the  best  manner  of  the  best  material, 
and  upon  a  scale  corresponding  with  the  enlarged  and  noble  libe¬ 
rality  in  which  the  plan  of  the  institution  was  originally  conceived 
and  executed,  by  the  legislature.  In  the  progress  of  the  work,  they 
have  been  greatly  aided  by  the  experience  and  judgment  of  Doct. 
Buttolph,  the  superintendent,  who,  from  the  time  of  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  has  resided  constantly  upon  the  premises,  and  applied  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  con¬ 
stantly  aided  us  by  his  valuable  counsel  and  supervision.  To  this 
circumstance,  in  a  great  degree,  is  to  be  attributed  the  fact,  that 
the  state  has  been  able  to  present  to  the  great  cause  of  public  cha¬ 
rity,  in  this  department,  the  most  complete  and  best  arranged  asy¬ 
lum,  probably,  in  the  world. 

The  whole  amount  of  appropriations,  heretofore  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  managers,  was  $40,000,  two  appropriations  of 
$20,00  each.  Of  this  amount,  $3885.10  was  applied,  under  the 
directions  of  the  act,  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  the  resident 
officers,  in  1847  and  1848,  leaving  $36,114.90  to  be  disposed  of  for 
other  purposes.  Of  this,  the  whole  amount  actually  paid  on  account 
of  fixtures,  furniture,  and  farm,  amounts  to  $35,334.30.  A  consid¬ 
erable  amount  of  the  expense  chargeable  to  these  accounts  re¬ 
mains  still  unliquidated. 
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To  Meet  the  debts  already  contracted,  and  still  unpaid,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  grading  and  fencing,  and  other  necessary  work  remaining 
to  be  done,  and  to  purchase  such  additional  stock  and  furniture  as 
may  be  required  in  the  course  of  the  coming  year,  further  appro¬ 
priations  will  be  necessary;  the  estimated  amount  of  which  will  be 
submitted  by  the  committee  of  the  managers,  to  whom  that  mat¬ 
ter  has  been  referred,  in  proper  season  for  legislative  action. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive,  from  the  superintendent’s  report, 
that  he  estimates  that  the  receipts  of  the  institution  during  the  com¬ 
ing  year  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  in  which 
opinion  we  concur.  But  we  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  small 
appropriation  from  the  state  might  be  judiciously  used  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  meeting  the  occasional  contingency  of  delay  in  the  receipt 
of  dues  from  the  counties  who  send  pauper  patients  to  the  asylum. 
The  laws  of  the  institution  require  the  steward  to  pay  cash  for  all 
the  purchases  he  makes,  and  although  the  counties  have  exhibited 
a  commendable  punctuality,  some  delay  in  remitting  funds  has  oc¬ 
curred,  and  is  occasionally  to  be  anticipated  in  future. 

The  very  full,  able,  and  satisfactory  report  of  the  superintend¬ 
ent,  to  which  we  have  already  referred  your  Excellency,  renders 
it  unnecessary  for  us  to  extend  our  remarks  to  the  topics  which  he 
has  embraced. 

The  general  result  of  our  inspections  of  the  condition  of  the  pa¬ 
tients,  has  been  most  satisfactory.  The  care  and  kindness  which 
has  been  constantly  extended  to  them ;  the  skill  exhibited  in  their 
treatment;  the  sedulous  attention  to  every  thing  that  could  pro¬ 
mote  their  comfort;  their  manifest  improvement,  and  the  uniform 
air  of  order,  cleanliness,  and  comfort  which  pervades  the  asylum, 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 

Reposing  in  the  midst  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery  in  the  valley 
of  the  Delaware,  combining  all  the  influences  which  human  art 
and  skill  can  command  to  bless,  soothe,  and  restore  the  wandering 
i  intellects  that  are  gathered  in  its  bosom,  the  state  may  proudly 
point  to  this  asylum,  as  a  noble  illustration  of  that  charity,  which, 
born  from  above,  diffuses  itself  in  blessings  on  the  poor  and  unfor- 
.  tunate. 

In  closing  their  report,  the  managers  respectfully  and  earnestly 
commend  the  institution  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  state  govern¬ 
ment,  and  trust  that  the  work  commenced  in  a  spirit  of  so  much, 
and  such  commendable  liberality,  will  long  continue  to  command 
the  favourable  consideration  and  liberal  regard  of  its  founders. 
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They  respectfully  invite  an  early  attention  to  the  subject  of  its 
entire  completion,  and  trust  your  Excellency  and  the  honourable 
members  of  the  legislature  will,  at  as  early  a  day  as  is  consistent 
with  other  public  duties,  devote  a  suitable  time  to  a  personal  in¬ 
spection  and  examination  of  the  institution,  as  the  best  and  most 
satisfactory  means  of  obtaining  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  its 
progress  and  its  remaining  wants. 


With  great  respect,  we  remain,  &c., 


JAMES  PARKER. 


RICHARD  STOCKTON, 
CHARLES  RIDGWAY, 
ISAAC  S.  MULFORD, 
JOHN  S.  DARCY, 


THOMAS  J.  STRYKER, 
LEWIS  W.  R.  PHILLIPS, 


ELI  F.  COOLEY, 
STACY  G.  POTTS, 


WILLIAM  T.  ANDERSON, 
Managers. 


Trenton,  January  5th,  1849. 
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U>#%  The  Treasurer  of  the  Hew 


1S4S. 

December  26,  To  balance  from  last  year,  $433  49 

State  of  New  Jersey,  31,950  00 

Stock  account,  13  75 

Farm  and  garden  account,  28  50 

Provision  account,  19  52 

Dressmakers’  account,  40  15 

Lunatic  account,  5,814  84 


$38,300  25 


Balance  due  from  treasurer,  $94  65 

Dated  Trenton,  December  26th,  1848, 
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Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Cr, 

1848. 

December  26,  By  incidental  account,  $1,994  73 


G-as  works, 

850 

04 

Farm  and  stock, 

295 

62 

Medical, 

141 

40 

C.  Sager,  steward, 

200 

00 

Stock, 

112 

00 

Farm  and  garden, 

568 

12 

Groceries, 

39S 

24 

Provision, 

2,147 

43 

Furniture, 

4,807 

6S 

Grounds  and  grading, 

475 

02 

Feed, 

121 

77 

Wages, 

1,880 

52 

Fuel, 

25 

96 

Light, 

432 

50 

Straw, 

23 

00 

Flour, 

61 

74 

Restraining  apparatus, 

36 

75 

F  ruit, 

18 

23 

Books  and  stationery, 

44 

50 

Clothing, 

443 

01 

Harness, 

90 

43 

Fixture, 

22,145 

52 

Newspaper, 

6 

00 

Blacksmith  and  wheelrighu 

15 

96 

Dressmakers’, 

28 

16 

Laundry, 

101 

11 

Ice, 

20 

SS 

Repairs, 

6 

9S 

Salary, 

710 

10 

Postage, 

2 

20 

Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands, 

94 

65 

$38,300 

25 

JASPER  S.  SCUDDER,  Treasurer. 


The  subscribers  have  examined  the  above  statement  of  the  trea¬ 
surer,  and  compared  the  several  amounts  paid,  with  the  vouchers, 
and  find  them  correct. 

STACY  G.  POTTS, 

THOMAS  J.  STRYKER, 
Auditing  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


TREASURER’S  GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


The  amounts  drawn  from  the  state  treasurer,  from  May  10th, 
1847,  to  December  25th,  1848,  are  as  follows: 


The  amount  drawn  during  the  year  1847  was  $5,500 

The  amount  drawn  during  the  year  1848  is  31,950 

Amount  left  in  hands  of  state  treasurer  to  pay  sala¬ 
ries  of  1848,  2,550 


Which  amount  has  been  expended  as  follows : 

For  managers’  and  commissioners’  pur¬ 
poses,  $35,334.30 

Salaries  for  the  years  1847  and  1848,  3,885.10 

Steward’s  purposes,  685.95 

Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands,  Decem¬ 
ber  25th,  1848,  94.65 


Statement  for  the  year  1848: 


$40,000 


40,000 


Of  the  amount  drawn  from  the  state  treasurer  d  ur- 
ing  the  year  1847,  being  $5500,  there  was  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  asylum,  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  a  balance  of  $443  49 

Drawn  from  the  state  treasurer  during  the  year 

184S,  31,950  00 

Received  from  the  revenue  of  the  asylum,  5,916  76 


Which  amount  has  been  expended  as  follows: 

To  pay  salaries  due  the  quarter  end¬ 
ing  January  1st,  1848,  $710.10 

For  managers’  and  commissioners’ 


purposes, 

For  steward’s  purposes, 
Balance  in  treasurer’s  hands, 


30,892.79 

6,602.71 

94.65 


$38,300  25 


38,300  25 
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Statement  of  steward’s  accounts : 

The  amount  of  orders  drawn  on  the  treasurer  by 


the  steward  is  $7,814  72 

Of  which  there  belongs  to  the  managers’  account,  1,212  01 


Showing  the  am’t  expended  by  the  steward  to  be  $6,602  71 
The  am’t  received  as  revenue  from  the  asylum  was  5,916  76 


Showing  the  am’t  of  steward’s  expenses  over  the 

revenue  to  be  $685  95 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JASPER  S.  SCUDDER,  Treasurer. 
Dated  Trenton,  December  26th,  ISIS. 
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